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The Immigrant Legal Resource Center is a California-based national training and resource center that 
offers low-cost, quality services in the form of consultations, trainings and publications.  Established in 
1979, the ILRC’s commitment to high standards in the field of immigration is demonstrated by its 
numerous publications and trainings, its work on precedent-setting cases in the U.S. Supreme Court and 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  The ILRC legal staff also advises nonprofit agencies and private 
attorneys, offering expert telephone consultation and other work on issues relating to immigration and 
crimes through a contract service. The ILRC continues its commitment to the immigrant community by 
offering its manuals and publications to attorneys, paralegals, legal service workers, criminal defense 
attorneys, social workers, and community-based advocates, and by sponsoring continuing legal 
education services for members of the California Bar Association. Over the years, the ILRC has evolved 
beyond the traditional definition of a resource center. Partnerships with grassroots organization have led 
to leadership training, social change organizing, and other community-based work focused on increasing 
the civic capacity of newcomers to address the laws and policies that affect their daily lives.  
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This Booklet Was 
Created to Teach 

People  
How to Avoid 

Immigration Scams 
 

Each of the Stories told here is based 
on a real-life situation. 

 
Help for Victims of Immigration Fraud: 

 

Produced by the Immigrant Legal Resource Center,
With Generous Funding from the Zellerbach Family Foundation

Artwork and Design by Dwayne Bibby & Nora Privitera
Translation to Spanish by Cynthia Alvarez

Translation to Chinese by Cheryl Tsui & Janet Wong
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DEFINITIONS
of some words used in this booklet

CIS or US Citizenship & Immigration Services:  The federal government agency 
that approves or denies immigration and citizenship applications.

Immigration Court:  The federal government court that decides whether or not 
people should be deported.

Immigration Consultant:  A person or company who can help you file documents 
and applications with U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services.

Lawyer/Attorney: A person with a law degree who is licensed by the state to give 
legal advice and represent people in immigration court and handle other legal matters.

Accredited Representative: A person who works for a non-profit organization or 
agency that is licensed by the federal government to provide immigration legal 
services and represent clients in immigration interviews and court hearings.

Lawful Permanent Residence:  The legal status of being permitted to remain 
permanently in the United States, even though you’re not a citizen of the United 
States.  Also called a “green card” or “mica,” or “LPR status.”

Political Asylum:  An immigration status given to people who have experienced or 
who have a fear of persecution in their home countries because of their political 
opinion, race, religion, ethnicity or membership in a social group.

Naturalization:  The process of applying for U.S. Citizenship (you have to be a 
lawful permanent resident, usually for at least 5 years, before you can become a U.S. 
citizen).

Employment Authorization:  A temporary “work permit” from CIS that may be 
granted to people with some kinds of applications pending before CIS or the 
immigration court.

Labor Certification:  The first stage in a 3 stage process where an employer is 
applying for lawful permanent residence on behalf of an employee.  The employer 
must prove that there is a shortage of U.S. workers in the employee’s type of job.
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam



13

The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam
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The Green Card through Work Scam

*

*See flyer on the last page of this booklet for more information on avoiding 
immigration fraud.
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Summary Points for the Green Card 
through Work Scam

REMEMBER:

• You can’t get a green card through a job unless you have very special skills.

• For example, you can’t get a green card through work if you are a dishwasher, or 
a laborer.

• If someone promises you a green card through a job, be very careful. Only talk to 
someone who knows about employment-based visas.  Usually, only licensed 
attorneys do employment-based immigration petitions.

• If you talk to a lawyer, ask where he or she is licensed to practice law. You can 
call the “State Bar” of the state where the person is licensed to see if he or she is 
licensed.

• If you go to someone who is not a lawyer, you may be asking for trouble.

• Some people who are not lawyers are allowed to provide immigration services.  
They are called “accredited representatives” and must work for an “accredited 
organization,” but most accredited representatives DO NOT do employment 
immigration cases.

• Don’t go to someone who is not a lawyer or accredited representative to 
immigrate through your employment.

• No matter who you go to, don’t be afraid to ask questions.  Someone who doesn’t 
want to answer your questions might be trying to defraud you.

• Don’t be afraid to get a second opinion.  You have right to know what is the truth.

• You have a right to a written contract for the immigration services provided.

• Do not sign papers that you do not understand.

• If the person helping you will not answer your questions, find someone else to 
help you.

• Review the attached Know Your Rights handout.



19

The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam

*

*See flyer on the last page of this booklet for more information on avoiding 
immigration fraud.
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Summary Points for the Naturalization 
Disability Scam

REMEMBER:

• It is not easy to get a disability waiver of the English, history and civics 
requirements for naturalization.

• Even if you’re afraid of the test or you having trouble learning, that is not 
enough to get a disability waiver.

• Beware of people who tell you that they can get you a waiver, especially if 
they say it is easy.

• Find out if the person who wants to help you is a lawyer.

• Lawyers must be licensed by a state.  You can find out where the lawyer is 
licensed by calling the “State Bar” where the person is licensed.

• If the person who wants to help you is not a lawyer, find out if he or she is 
an “accredited representative.”

• “Accredited representatives” must work for an “accredited organization” 
and are allowed to provide some immigration services.

• If the person is neither a lawyer nor an accredited representative, be careful!

• Don’t be afraid to ask questions.  If the person helping you does not want to 
answer your questions, find someone else to go to.

• You have a right to a second opinion, so don’t be afraid to consult another 
lawyer or accredited representative.

• Review the attached Know Your Rights handout. 
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DON’T BELIEVE ANYONE WHO SAYS: 

NEED IMMIGRATION HELP? 
 

WATCH OUT FOR IMMIGRATION SCAMS! 
Be careful when getting someone to help you with your 
immigration papers.  Don't be fooled by false promises.  
You could lose your money and be removed or deported 

from the United States. 
 

We can get you work permits right away. 
We offer no risk immigration. 
We can get U.S. visas for you and your family in a few weeks. 
We know people at CIS and can get your papers done quickly. 

 

THESE ARE LIES! 
 

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT YOURSELF 
Never sign any blank application papers. 
Never sign any paper or immigration form that you do not fully 
understand. (Get someone you trust to translate it for you.) 
Always demand a written contract for any immigration services when 
you are not working with a recognized agency. 
Do not sign a contract that you don't understand. 
Watch out for anyone who wants you to pay immediately. 

Always get copies of the papers prepared for you. 
Never let anyone keep your original documents 
(example: birth certificates, marriage certificates). 
Get a receipt for any money you pay. (Make sure it has the 
amount paid, the date paid, your name, and the name of the person or 
business that you paid.) 

Never work with someone who will not answer your questions. 
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS! 
 

Anyone offering immigration help must 
follow certain laws.  These are some 
of the most important ones: 
  
 
 
 

  A person who says he/she is a lawyer or attorney must have a license 
from the State Bar of any state.  You can ask to see his/her license 
and write down the number, and you can call the State Bar where 
he/she is licensed to find out if the license is valid. 
 

 A person who does immigration papers but is not a lawyer is called an 
immigration consultant.   
 
An Immigration Consultant must obey the laws of the 
state where he or she does business. 
In some states, immigration consultants are allowed to do some immigration 
work. In others they are not allowed to do any immigration work. Find out 
what your state law says about immigration consultants. 
 

What to do if someone has cheated you: 
 

 If the person cheating you is a lawyer, call the State Bar where he is 
licensed. 

 If the person cheating you is not a lawyer, you can call your city's 
police department or District Attorney's Office. 


